
BSI Standards Publication

BS 9266:2013

Design of accessible and
adaptable general needs
housing – Code of practice



Publishing and copyright information

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the document
was last issued.

© The British Standards Institution 2013

Published by BSI Standards Limited 2013

ISBN 978 0 580 72024 6

ICS 11.180.99; 91.040.01

The following BSI references relate to the work on this document:
Committee reference B/559
Draft for comment 12/30230430 DC; 12/30270897 DC

Publication history

First published as DD 266, December 2007
First published as BS 9266, July 2013

Amendments issued since publication

Date Text affected

BS 9266:2013 BRITISH STANDARD

http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/30153849U
http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/30230431U


Contents
Foreword iii

Introduction v

1 Scope 1

2 Normative references 1

3 Terms and definitions 2

4 General principles of accessibility 2
4.1 Facilities requiring step-free access from the entrance 2
4.2 Provision of an accessible or adaptable bathroom 3
4.3 Manoeuvring within a dwelling 3

5 Car parking and setting-down points 3
5.1 Individual houses with on-plot parking 3
5.2 Dwellings without on-plot parking 4
5.3 Setting-down points 5

6 External access routes 5
6.1 Access route gradients 5
6.2 Surface of access routes 5
6.3 Access routes from car parking spaces 6
6.4 Access routes to blocks of flats 6
6.5 Access routes within individual house plots 6
6.6 Hazards on access routes 7
6.7 Ramped access routes 7
6.8 Steps on access routes 8
6.9 Handrails to ramps and steps 10
6.10 Lighting of access routes to blocks of flats 11

7 Entrances to individual houses or blocks of flats 11
7.1 External lighting to entrances 11
7.2 Weather protection 11
7.3 External approach area 12
7.4 Door entry and call systems 12
7.5 Door opening and locking hardware 12
7.6 Entrance doors 13
7.7 Thresholds to external entrances 15
7.8 Entrance matting in blocks of flats 15

8 Communal areas within blocks of flats 16
8.1 Identification of access routes to individual flats 16
8.2 Design of common steps and stairs 16
8.3 Handrails 16
8.4 Lighting 16
8.5 Visual contrast between surfaces or building elements 16
8.6 Thresholds to entrance doors to individual flats 17
8.7 Corridor widths 17
8.8 Means of escape from flats 17

9 Circulation areas within a dwelling 17
9.1 Entrance hall within a dwelling 17
9.2 Stairs 17
9.3 Dimensions of internal circulation spaces 18
9.4 Effective clear width of internal doors 18
9.5 Clear space at the leading edge of doors 18
9.6 Thresholds to internal doors 18
9.7 Means of escape from dwellings 18

10 Vertical transportation within blocks of flats or individual houses 19
10.1 Vertical transportation in blocks of flats 19

BRITISH STANDARD BS 9266:2013

© The British Standards Institution 2013 • i


